
Class: Physics of Robotics 
 
Teacher: Mr. Clausen 
Phone: 507-872-6532 ext 1122 
Email: darren.clausen@minneotaschools.org 
 
Office Hours:   8:00 - 8:30 am 

I will be in a live video session every weekday from 8:00 - 8:30 am to answer questions 
or help with assignments.  This time slot is unique to this class so no other classes will be in the 
chat session.  I encourage all of you to use this as the primary source to get help and ask 
questions because you will not only be able to get your questions answered but also learn from 
the questions that your classmates ask.  This video chat session can be accessed by going to 
the Google Calendar under the “Classwork” tab of Google Classroom. If further assistance is 
needed I will also be available to video chat by appointment. 
 
Content to be covered:  

Due to the fact that this quarter was supposed to be devoted to actually building your 
competition robots and very little lecture, we are forced to take the topic of study in a different 
direction.  I have decided to further our study on the 3D design software Sketchup which you 
have already been introduced to this semester. In this way, I feel that we can still keep the 
creative aspect of you building something for the class and further your design skills as opposed 
to turning the class into a research paper based curriculum.  We will start with some tutorials to 
further advance your skill level with the program and culminate with your final project of building 
a house of your own design.  
 
Workload:  

As you can see on the calendar, there is something to be working on every day for class. 
The schedule that I have laid out on the calendar is meant to keep you on track and break the 
workload up into very manageable portions.  I have tried to keep the expected workload to 
around 30 minutes or less per day, however, somedays may take more time and somedays may 
take less.  It is my hope that with the calendar of the whole 4th quarter available to you that you 
will be able to budget your time effectively.  Feel free to work ahead a day or two if you know 
you will be busy with other courses or obligations but make every effort not to fall behind.  If you 
fall behind the course work can easily snowball on you and you may become overwhelmed.  
 
Grading: 

● The course will be graded based on total points (not weighted). 
● The MHS grading scale will be used (same as it has been all year) 

 
Late Work Policy: 

● The late work policy shown below will be used universally by all high school 
courses 



○ A deduction of -25% of the points earned per day up to a maximum of a 
50% total deduction. 

Retake Policy: 
● The retake policy will be the same as it has been all year.  Students are allowed 

to retake one test per quarter. 
  
Technology used: 

● Google Classroom 
○ All work will be assigned and turned in through Google Classroom 

● Sketchup Web-based Software  
○ already being used in class 

● Google Meets/Hangout 
○ Used for office hours and meetings by appointment 

 
 
Class Calendar: (See next page) 

Note: Since this class contains a blend of 11th and 12th grade, our last day of class will 
be the seniors’ last day (April 12th). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 


